Religion in the Sudan
The Mirghania is, perhaps, the best-known and most
widely distributed tarika in the Sudan at the present day.
Its leaders are Saiyid Ali and Saiyid Mohammed Osman,
the first of whom has the greater prestige. Saiyid Ali,
who was honoured with the K.C.M.G. in 1916, and was
the head of the Sudan delegation to England in 1919,
lives chiefly in Khartoum and Omdurman, while Saiyid
Mohammed Osman lives at Kassala. It is widely spread
throughout the eastern and northern Sudan and holds
almost undisputed sway in the provinces of Dongola and
Haifa.
(2)  The Ismailia, a, recent oSshoot of the Mirghania,
founded by Saiyid El Mekki, a religious leader who played
a  considerable   part  during  Mahdism   and   was   greatly
trusted by the Khalifa Abdullahi.    Saiyid El Mekki died
in 1906 leaving a number of sons, and a grandson, Saiyid
Mirghani, who is the head of the family by seniority of
descent.    The headquarters of the Ismailia tarika is at
El Obeid, and its followers are mainly found in the western
Sudan.
(3)  The   Sammania,   historically   connected   with   the
Khalwatia tarika of the 14th century, but itself of much
more recent creation.    It was introduced into the Sudan
by Saiyid Ahmed el Taiyib Ibn El Beshir who died in
1823, and still has a great following.    Mohammed Sherif
Nur El Daim, the teacher of the Mahdi, was the head of
the tarika tinder Turkish rule, and the Mahdi was a zealous
disciple until he broke away and set out on a path of his
own.    Sherif Yusif el Hindi, one of the three most promi-
nent   religious   notables   of   the   Sudan   was   originally
a follower of the Sammania, but   has  founded a tarika
of   his   own   which  is   beginning  to  be  known  as  the
Hindia.
(4)  The Tijania, like the last-mentioned tarika an off-
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